
Jonah - God’s Consistent Love 

 
God instructs Jonah to go to Nineveh (Israel’s enemy) in order to warn them about God’s wrath 
for their wickedness. Jonah not only ignores God, he gets on a boat to Tarshish in order to avoid 
going in the direction of Nineveh.  
 

Nineveh: a great city in ancient Assyria. Assyria was a cruel enemy of the Israelites. 
 
Jonah is so out of touch with God at this point that he is sleeping through a storm that is affecting 
those around him. The sailors wake him and tell him to pray to His God because their gods aren’t 
working. They draw straws to confirm that Jonah is the problem. Jonah instructs them to throw 
him overboard – possibly instruction from God for the purpose of revealing his character to the 
sailors. God does not intend to harm the sailors for Jonah’s disobedience. The sailors resist but 
do as Jonah says. 
 

When has your disobedience or resistance toward God negatively impacted those around 
you? 

 
Jonah ends up in the belly of a big fish for three days - a foreshadowing of Jesus in the grave for 
three days. One source stated that other people have been known to be alive in the belly of 
whales – primarily whalers. 
 

Jesus mentions Jonah in Luke 11:29-30. This may be a reference to Jonah’s taking the 
warning of God to the Ninevites or the connection between Jonah’s three days in the belly of 
the huge fish and Jesus’ three days in the grave.  

 
The fish vomits Jonah out. God instructs Jonah again to go to Nineveh with the warning of his 
wrath because of their wickedness. Jonah goes, reluctantly and with a bit of an attitude.  Jonah is 
irritated that God shows mercy on the Ninevites.  
 

Jonah knows God’s character: Read Jonah 4:2 and list characteristics of God mentioned here. 
 
In response to Jonah’s anger towards God’s mercy, God asks Jonah: Is it right for you to be 
angry? (4:3) Then God teaches Jonah about his mercy, grace and love and asks him the same 
question. (4:9). 
 

Would you agree with Jonah? Does it seem right for Jonah to be angry? Consider your own 
experience. Are their people groups you believe deserve God’s wrath more than you do? 
 
Read: Jonah 4:5-11 

 
Compare God’s actions towards Jonah’s experience of fleeing from God and God’s actions 
toward Nineveh with the thoughts listed below. What does this tell you about God’s character? 
How should God’s relationship to us impact our connection with others? 
 

1. God’s Mercy – the big fish 
 

2. God’s Grace – the gourd (vine or leafy plant: comfort) 
 

3. God’s Love – concern for ALL people 


